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Butterfly Recording Laura Sivell

County Butterfly Recorder
Record Format

More recorders who have computers chose to send their records by email.  This is certainly preferred for ease of

data input.  The new version of Levana now has an excellent import facility, that can convert pages of records in a

few seconds.  MS Excel, MS Works, or tables in MS Word or tab-text are all acceptable file types.  It not only makes

my life much easier,  it is a joy to use!

Please remember to include your name in the file name of your records.  On days where several different

recorders send a file called ‘butterfly records 08’, it’s chaos!  It also helps if you include a header with your name on

so that your printed records can be easily attributed to you.  Few people have taken this on board.

Any recorders with computers but not currently sending their records electronically, please consider doing so.  Even

if you don’t have email, records can be sent on disc.  The following format is ideal

Joe Bloggs 12/5/06 SD423456 Pilling Moss Orange Tip 3 all females, eggs also seen

Joe Bloggs 12/5/06 SD423456 Pilling Moss Green-veined white 4

Sheila Bloggs 14/9/06 SD721596 Hasgill Fell Small heath 2 mating pair

Joe Bloggs 11/10/06 SD5148 Grizedale Speckled Wood C

please don’t put m or f  for male or female, or anything else, in the numbers column as it makes the programme

crash.  You can still put the code letters in though, where A=1, B=2-9, C=10-29, D=30-99, E=100+.  Any mixture of

code letters and real numbers is fine.  Also, please copy down the grid references, site names or whatever, rather

than using ditto marks.  Any other standard date formatting is fine too.

For recorders still using good old paper and pen, please write clearly, and in reasonably large writing, as I have to

wear glasses to read now.   It would also help if you were to draw horizontal lines across the page every so often, to

make reading across easier for me.  Please remember to write your name on the top sheet and ideally,  name or

initials on each sheet for when the whole lot slides to the floor.

There are now, thankfully,  almost no recorders setting out their records in species order.

Please continue to send your butterfly records to:

Lancashire and Merseyside

Laura Sivell, 1 Burrow Heights Farm Cottages, Scotforth, Lancaster LA2 0PG, email laura.sivell@mypostoffice.co.uk

East Lancs

Please continue sending records to Jeff and Sheila Howarth if you are already doing so.  Please send a copy to Laura

as well - this would lead to more of your records being included in the full regional report, not just the unusual

species or high numbers.

Greater Manchester

These records should only go to Peter Hardy, 81 Winstanley Road, Sale, M33 2AT, email pgll@btopenworld.com -

not to Laura Sivell.  Some people have been sending their records to both, leading to a fair amount of wasted time

in sorting out the duplicate records.  Likewise Lancashire and Merseyside records should only go to Laura.
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The Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey takes off in Lancashire

The Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey has been developed by Butterfly Conservation and the Centre for Ecology

and Hydrology, with considerable involvement of British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) staff and recorders. This new

scheme aims to fill gaps in our knowledge on how relatively widespread species, including Small Copper, Common

Blue, Wall and Small Heath are faring in the normal landscape. Distribution recording provides a good indication of

the fate of these species over decades, for example the decline of the Wall, but population monitoring provides an

early warning system. Populations of a species can decline rapidly without affecting the dots on a national

distribution map. The existing UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme (UKBMS) transect network provides invaluable and

up-to-date population trends for butterflies, yet widespread habitats are under-recorded. The Wider Countryside

Butterfly Survey will complement not replace the existing schemes.

Recorders are needed in Lancashire to take part in the new scheme during 2009. You don’t need to be an expert, as

long as you can confidently identify common butterflies.  Importantly, the new scheme will not be overly time

consuming. In a similar method to the BTO’s Breeding Birds Survey, it will involve making a minimum of two survey

visits to a randomly selected square near to your home between May and August to count butterflies along two

1km survey lines running roughly north-south or east-west through the square. It is vital that the survey squares

are randomly selected, so this will be done centrally. Without this random element the scheme will not achieve its
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aims and the additional effort of recorders will be wasted. Given that the square is randomly selected there may

not always be footpaths available to use- it is worth paying a visit to the square before the actual survey to map

out the route. The design of two parallel lines, 500m apart should be followed as far as possible which may require

landowner permission (a letter template will be provided).  However, there is flexibility in the placement of the

survey lines and a square can be classed as ‘covered’ as long as at least 800m of the 2000m route falls within the

square.  Please email the national co-ordinator, Katie Cruickshanks, on survey@butterfly-conservation.org or call

01929 406036 to register interest in taking part and you will be contacted in the spring with instructions and the

location of your random 1km square. Keep an eye on www.butterfly-conservation.org/wcbs for more information.

This is an exciting new development in butterfly monitoring so please help by taking on a square in 2009.

Butterfly Report 2008 Laura Sivell

You will be noticing some differences to this year’s butterfly report.  There are fewer maps, but those that remain

are more interesting.  It is rather pointless displaying a virtually identical map for the same species year after year -

especially now distribution maps can all be found on Butterfly Conservation’s Lancashire branch website

www.lancashire-butterflies.org.uk  -  in full glorious colour!  The maps currently posted there are for the period

2004-2008, the same as the printed maps in this report.  In the weeks to come, some new maps will be added

showing gains and losses in distribution and density over a longer time frame, so have a look there.  If you do not

have a home computer, you can use them at your local library.

You won’t need me to tell you that 2008 was an appallingly bad summer, and this is reflected in a lot of the

butterfly records we received - or didn’t!  Some of the earlier-flying species got some decent weather in the spring,

and the later summer saw some of the second-brood or later-flying species put in a reasonable performance.

Migrants were well down - Red Admirals put themselves about quite noticeably towards the end of the season, but

Painted Ladies were very thin on the ground and there was only one record received for Clouded Yellow.  Species

that had been expanding over recent years were stopped in their tracks.

On the following pages is a table of the number of tetrads in which each species has been recorded each year since

1990, and for some of these, there are also figures giving the percentage of the total number of recorded tetrad

squares in which it was recorded.  These percentages were worked out for every five years of recording, and the

changes make interesting reading.  For many species, the number of recorded squares have remained constant or

nearly so no matter how many or how few squares were recorded in total, and these are the rarer butterflies that

are recorded by transect or that some recorder or other (or several, or many) will make the effort to visit year after

year, for instance the Northern Brown Argus or High Brown Fritillary.  Other species show genuine expansion.

Speckled Wood has increased from 2.47% of recorded squares in 1990, to 55.38% in 2008.  Decline is shown in

other species such as Wall Brown, falling from 37.12% in 1990 to 24.12% in 2005, followed by a crash to just 8.02%

in 2008 following the hot summer of 2006 that they did not like.

Other factors may be involved too.  Before the Butterflies for the New Millennium project, a lot of recorders did not

bother identifying Small, Large and Green-veined Whites, and so did not enter them onto the recording forms.

Nowadays recorders make more effort to do so.  It’s not that easy and no-one gets it right all the time, but this may

have been partly responsible for the increase in the proportion of squares containing these records, rather than

real increase in the number of butterflies.

There has been some discussion in the last few years about the relative proportions of High Brown and Dark Green

Fritillaries on the Morecambe Bay sites, and that the increase in Dark Green and decline in High Brown might be

due to recorders having assumed any large fritillary to be High Brown in the past, whereas some of them could

have been Dark Green.  I don’t buy this.  For 14 years, before the increase in Dark Greens began, I was doing a

transect with good numbers of both.  I had to learn to tell them apart in flight PDQ, and once you’ve got your eye

in for the different ways the fly, it’s not too hard to tell them apart.  At sites where the population changes have

been recorded, the changes in relative numbers reflect what I have seen when visiting and recording on them.

(These changes do not show up in the chart, as both species are still recorded as present, it is the relative propor-

tions that have changed).

So turn over the page ad have a look......



1990 % 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 % 1996 1997 1998

Small Skipper 11 5.44 29 33 44 71 153 20.48 132 89 95

Large Skipper 41 20.32 34 89 156 166 267 35.74 147 103 87

Dingy Skipper 3 1 6 6 4 5 5 4 4

Grizzled Skipper 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1

Clouded Yellow 0 0 0 117 6 16 0 14 1 35

 Brimstone 7 3.46 7 17 26 18 24 3.21 32 41 48

 Large White 84 41.58 92 171 224 261 392 52.47 286 235 295

 Small White 64 31.69 78 145 192 241 448 59.97 292 254 246

 Green-veined White 59 29.2 59 117 148 181 320 42.83 255 219 243

 Orange Tip 68 33.66 76 101 198 189 265 35.47 231 182 205

 Green Hairstreak 3 1.48 3 9 14 14 29 3.88 23 19 30

 Purple Hairstreak 2 1 10 5 7 7 2 13 9

White-letter Hairstreak 5 1 2 1 1 2 2 3 0

 Small Copper 48 23.76 72 122 119 169 219 29.31 216 164 108

 Northern Brown Argus 3 1 5 6 7 7 5 4 7

 Common Blue 29 14.35 40 103 116 126 160 21.49 149 100 83

 Holly Blue 8 3.96 23 79 80 36 30 4.01 41 52 142

 Duke of Burgundy 1 0 2 2 2 3 2 3 2

 Red Admiral 52 56 169 159 263 395 272 156 174

 Painted Lady 29 45 103 17 134 174 415 44 60

 Small Tortoiseshell 144 71.28 117 194 290 248 497 66.53 396 403 331

 Peacock 45 22.27 69 113 181 158 266 35.6 290 279 305

 Comma 32 15.84 56 91 68 66 165 22.08 138 122 104

 Small Pearl-bordered 3 2 3 7 8 8 4 5 10

 Pearl-bordered Fritillary 3 1 5 6 6 7 4 5 6

 High Brown  Fritillary 3 1 6 6 10 7 6 6 9

 Dark Green Fritillary 1 1 5 4 5 7 6 5 5

 Speckled Wood 5 2.47 9 48 69 65 102 13.65 64 74 117

 Wall 75 37.12 74 143 175 196 205 27.44 191 147 182

Scotch Argus 0 0 1 3 1 1 1 1 1

 Grayling 5 2.47 2 16 12 24 18 2.4 12 18 17

Gatekeeper 20 9.9 29 76 86 98 105 14.05 115 75 66

 Meadow Brown 94 46.53 96 155 261 301 410 54.88 294 225 222

 Ringlet 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

 Small Heath 32 15.84 10 29 60 62 90 12.04 79 66 45

Large Heath 0 0 1 0 1 3 0 7 1

Total recorded squares 202 216 389 500 566 747 604 555 570

It was not though to be worthwhile calculating

percentages for the species that are restricted to well

recorded areas. The percentage of their squares as total

recorded squares would apparently change due to the

large discrepancy in the total numbers of squares

recorded each year, whereas their distribution is

relatively unchanged (there have been losses of species

from certain sites, but the same species may still be

present elsewhere within the same tetrad).  I hope this

makes sense!

Likewise percentages for migrants were not calculated.

Their presence or absence is affected by so many

factors that it would be meaningless.  If you want to

reckon them up for yourselves, or make calculations for

any of the years between the five-year parameter that I

chose, just put the nember of tetrads for the species,

divide by the total number of tetrads recorded that

year (at the bottom of the column), and multiply by

100.  Easy with a calculator!
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The chart shows how Common Blues used to be

commoner than Holly Blues, and how this has been

reversed.  Another interesting thing to notice is how, as

the Small Skipper has increased, the Large Skipper has

declined.  As these species can be found together on

the same site but use different foodplants it can’t be

down to interspecies competition for food, and if there

is competition for territory you would think the Large

Skipper should have an advantage as it flies earlier.  Or

there may be something entirely different going on - if

anyone has any views on this or any other recording,

habitat or other related matter we would be interested

to see them.
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1999 2000 % 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 % 2006 2007 2008 %

133 103 19.96 95 114 139 99 52 13.64 115 71 63 15.78

127 98 18.99 70 100 116 92 62 16.27 112 78 51 12.78

3 8 8 6 5 7 7 9 8 8

1 0 0 3 0 0 1 1 0 0

2 96 1 4 7 2 11 65 2 1

44 58 11.24 38 61 59 58 42 11.02 60 60 46 11.52

340 235 45.54 224 260 318 228 162 42.51 207 194 200 50.12

322 203 39.34 177 207 301 172 114 29.92 207 181 158 39.59

311 204 39.53 179 201 303 245 125 32.8 183 160 138 34.58

246 154 29.84 133 194 185 199 99 25.98 169 171 115 28.82

22 24 4.65 7 38 25 27 23 6.03 46 31 27 6.76

9 13 13 11 16 12 10 29 12 15

5 5 2 3 9 6 4 22 11 7

121 83 16.08 57 68 147 132 56 14.69 126 79 46 11.52

4 3 6 6 7 8 7 8 8 8

119 100 19.37 71 102 121 120 77 20.2 114 77 53 13.28

158 86 16.66 65 99 91 122 61 16.01 130 108 124 31.07

2 3 2 1 2 3 2 2 2 2

279 222 202 188 332 163 146 282 153 136

72 176 58 157 315 169 39 207 118 20

345 238 46.12 248 347 470 281 181 47.5 268 250 137 34.33

311 226 43.79 235 316 329 266 185 48.55 269 262 156 39.09

182 168 32.55 145 164 221 146 77 20.2 180 139 119 29.82

3 3 3 4 5 6 6 6 10 8

4 4 4 5 4 6 5 4 4 6

4 4 6 7 7 8 8 10 8 8

4 6 4 6 8 17 10 16 8 8

190 193 37.4 179 241 316 248 171 44.88 286 258 221 55.38

209 143 27.71 99 103 104 117 92 24.14 101 48 32 8.02

1 2 3 1 1 2 2 1 1 1

15 13 2.51 19 12 12 17 12 3.14 13 11 9 2.25

133 116 22.48 101 125 135 134 80 20.99 117 103 83 20.8

322 246 47.67 213 233 310 236 160 41.99 243 178 156 39.09

0 0 2 1 2 2 2 1 9 12 3

54 43 8.33 36 59 69 60 35 9.18 55 44 34 8.52

7 1 0 1 4 5 1 2 4 2

683 516 432 563 675 537 381 554 487 399
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Grizzled Skipper

No records for 2008

Small Skipper 59 tetrads

First 24.6.08 A&S I, Heald Brow

Last 30.8.08 DC, Marl Hill

High counts  60 JN, Hindburndale

A mixed year for this butterfly.  Arnside Knott and both

Gait Barrows transects had a huge increase to make

2008 the best year ever, Heysham had the worst year

since this species became established there.

Small Skipper 2004-2008

Below is the map from 1992, okay, it’s just one year’s

records but it shows the huge expansion in range of this

species in recent years.

Large Skipper 45 tetrads

First 24.5.08 PBH, Sale

AS, Gait Barrows

Last 20.8.08 BH, Dalton Crags

High count 28 BH, Dalton Crags

Like the small Skipper, this was recorded in far fewer

tetrads in 2008 (112 in ‘06).  Most transects showed a

decrease and it was generally a poor year.  For a June-

flying butterfly, what could you expect in that rain?

Large Skipper 2004-2008

Dingy Skipper 8 tetrads

First  7.5.08 BrH, Warton Crag

Last 23.6.08 AS, Gait Barrows

High count  10 RPJ, Gait Barrows

Some transects showed a decline, others a slight

increase.  Warton Crag RSPB had their worst ever year

for this species.

Dingy Skipper 2004-2008 13 tetrads



Green-veined White 130 tetrads

First 21.4.08 MB, Marshside RSPB

Last 24.10.08 KMC, Witton CP

High Count 254 DW, Ashworth Moor Resvr

This species likes damp places, but 2008 was too much

and it had a poor year, with numbers generally down

across the transects.

Small White 139 tetrads

First 30.3.08 BB< Bispham Marsh

Last 23.10.08  PL, Ribchester

High Count   30 RCC, Hale Shore

A generally poor year, with a bit of a resurgence in late

summer and some late records well into October.

Orange Tip 103 tetrads

First 6.4.08 LS, Silverdale

Last 15.6.08 RD, Silverdale

High count 12 DM, Leighton Moss

The Orange Tip, despite being an early flyer, suffered

badly with very low transect counts, Eaves Wood having

their worst year ever.

Large White 180 tetrads

First 5.4.08 LS, Lancaster

Last 23.10.08 PL, Ribchester

High count 100 BD, Rossall Point

A poor year, as expected, until the later part of the

summer when there were some better numbers.

There’s no point in having a map, no change in

distribution.
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Brimstone 2004-2008

Green Hairstreak 2004-2008 109 tetrads

Green Hairstreak 27 tetrads

First 5.4.08 LS, Birkbank Bog

Last 8.6.08 PG, White Hill

High counts 100+ SG, Dunsop Fell

As this species is an early flyer, they were out and about

before the bad weather came in.  Usual sites reported

usual numbers.  All round not too bad a year for the

flight period.  The effect of the bad summer on larval

development remains to be seen.

Clouded Yellow 1 tetrad

just one record, 15.6.08  LP, Lytham

Brimstone 43 tetrads

First 9.2.08 HBn, Flixton

Last 26.9.08 JDP, Eaves Wood

High counts 30 RPJ, Gait Barrows

Most of the transects had a low-average year, but

Arnside Knott had a more noticeable slump.  Garden

records were fewer.

172 tetrads

And here’s the 1992 map for comparison.  The

Brimstone is clearly doing rather nicely.



Common Blue 47 tetrads

First 8.5.08 LP, Lytham

Last 23.9.08 BD, Fleetwood Nature Park

High Counts 88 BD, Starr Hills

There was a miserable picture for this species across the

transects, apart from Gait Barrows which had the best

year since 2003.  Records from non-transect sites were

also generally poor.

Northern Brown Argus 7 tetrads

First 31.5.08 DM, Leighton Moss

Last 21.8.08 RPJ, Gait Barrows

High count 17 RM, Warton Crag RSPB

Things were quite variable for this butterfly, with some

transect sites having a very poor year year, others much

better.  There were increases at Yealand Hall Allotments

and Warton Crag RSPB, and Eaves Wood had some

recovery from the slump of 2007.  Gait Barrows had a

poor year , as did Arnside Knott.

Small Copper 46 tetrads

First 3.5.06 CT, Martin Mere

Last 29.10.06 PS, Speke Hall

High counts 23 CE, Gin Clough

Most of the transects are in the Moewcambe Bay

limestones, where this butterfly is uncommon at the

best of times.  At Heysham LNR none were recorded for

the first time, and there were few at Martin Mere.  The

recorded squares chart presents a worrying picture for

this species.

2004-2008 Purple Hairstreak 54 tetrads

White-letter Hairstreak 7 tetrads

First 10.7.08 BrH, Blackpool Rock Gdn

Last 18.8.08 MG, Gisburn

High Count 3 several recorders

Not a great year for this butterfly.  Quitea few of the

records came from the badly named Dead Elms Lane,

where some of the elms must be living!
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Small Copper 2004-2008 290 tetrads

Holly Blue 114 tetrads

First 2.4.08 LS, Lancaster city centre

Last 23.10.08 PL, Ribchester

High count 8 DS, Rock Garden, Blackpool

Unlike the Common Blue, this species did quite well.

Martin Mere had their best year ever with a count of 4,

and Eaves Wood had their second-best year.  Numbers

at other sites were more modest, but not bad.

The table of recorded squares makes interesting reading

for the Holly Blue and the Common Blue.

Purple Hairstreak 12 tetrads

First 12.7.08 PS, Speke and Halewood

Last 8.8.08 BH, Gait Barrows

High counts 57 PS, Stocktons wood, Speke

28 PS, Alder plantation, Speke

This is not an easy species to assess for how it is doing.

It flies best outside the time which is set for transects to

be done, and it doesn’t exactly flaunt itself in an

obvious way.  The high count for this year is exceptional,

and there were other good counts - 28 at Speke

millwoods (PS) and 19 at Lee Green (TL).  The poor

weather may have resulted in fewer people going out to

record this species in 2008.  Records from the few

transect sites hosting this butterfly were low - but then

they often are.
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Holly Blue 2004-2008 301 tetrads

Duke of Burgundy 2 tetrads

First 5.5.08 AS, Gait Barrows

RPJ, Gait Barrows

Last 29.5.08 AS, Gait Barrows

High Count 5 AS, PHo, Gait Barrows

The Duke did reasonably well  at what now seems to be

its last remaining site in Lancashire, thanks to the huge

amount of targeted habitat mangement at Gait Barrows

by a dedicated team of volunteers.  We work on

Tuesdays, if anyone else would like to join us!  Ring

015395 31604 for details.

Red Admiral 125 tetrads

First 7.2.08 PHa, Lytham

Last 25.11.08 PHa, Lytham

High count 46 CT, Martin Mere

There were fewer migrants in the summer than in most

years.  In late summer and autumn there were

reasonable numbers of Red Admirals, but these flew too

late to be properly assessed on the transects.

Painted Lady 19 tetrads

First 10.5.08 BD, BDn, Pilling

Last 25.9.08 LR, Silverdale

High counts 1 all records were of 1

The Painted Lady was hit particularly hard, with very

few about and counts, all of just one butterfly.  Things

have been as bad in previous years with no apparent

long-term effects.

Small Tortoiseshell 127 tetrads

First 10.2.08 JN, Hornby

Last 1.11.08 PHo, Cockersands

High counts 24 PHa, Lytham

There was a lot of speculation in the press about a

parasite Sturmia bella that was thought to be

responsible for the slump in numbers of this butterfly,

not long ago it was probably the commonest garden

species.  Across the transects there weas a clear pattern

for 2008 of ‘worst year ever’ or ‘very few’, and many

garden recorders commented on their scarcity.  With

any luck, the colder winter may have killed off the

parasite which has established itself from Europe.  The

Small Tortoiseshell is still widespread, but lower in

numbers within its range.

Peacock 144 tetrads

First 9.2.08 JM, Todmorden

Last 23.10.08 PL, Ribchester

High counts 49 CT, Martin Mere

The Peacock also suffered in 2008.  Yealand Hall

Allotments had their  worst count and the picture

across other transects was generally one of low-average

to poor  numbers, and lower garden counts.

Comma 108 tetrads

First  9.2.08 SM, Glasson Dock

BS, Lancaster

Last 20.11.08 BT, MOrecambe

High count 6 CT, Martin Mere

The Comma also had a poor year.

Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary 8  tetrads

First 28.5.08 RPJ, Gait Barrows

Last 24.7.08 RM, Warton Crag

High Count 15 EB, Warton Crag RSPB

2008 was not a good year on the whole for this

butterfly which has not been doing too well in recent

years.  Across most of the transects it appeared at a low

average, apart from Myers Allotment who had their first

sighting, and Yealand Hall Allotment where there was a

good increase.

Pearl-bordered Fritillary 6 tetrads

First 5.5.08 RPJ, AS, Gait Barrows

Last 24.8.08 RM, Warton Crag

positively identified - this must be a second brood

High count 22 RM, Warton Crag RSPB

For most transect sites there is a worrying trend of

decline.  It has disappeared from some former sites in

recent years, and in 2008 there was another worst

count ever of just 6 at Yealand Hall Allotment, and

Warton Crag LWT also had their lowest ever index.  On

the other hand, Warton Crag RSPB had a good increase.
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High Brown Fritillary 8 tetrads

First 16.6.08 JN, Warton Crag LWT

Last 21.8.08 RPJ, Gait Barrows

JS, Warton Crag RSPB

High count 26 SB, Arnside Knott

This is another butterfly where the transect results are

very variable.  Gait Barrows had a quite good year on

the BMS route, but was down on the Warden’s transect.

Eaves Wood had its worst ever, Arnside Knott increased

back up to a low average, and there was another small

increase at Myers Allotment.  Warton Crag had a

decrease on the RSPB side, but a slight increase on the

LWT section.

Dark Green Fritillary 8 tetrads

First 9.6.08 BrH, Warton Crag

Last 20.8.08 AF, Arnside KNott

High count 50 RT, Arnside Knott

Not a good year on the limestone sites, and no records

for 2008 were received from the Sefton Coast.

Speckled Wood 195 tetrads

First 7.4.08 LS, Lancaster

Last 18.11.08 BD, Singleton

High count 47 JS, Warton Crag RSPB

Not a bad year for this species.  With its ability to fly

early in the year, and again late, it was well placed to

recover from the wet summer.

The maps showing range in expansion shows just how

fast this butterfly has spread.

Speckled Wood 2004-2008 580 tetrads

Wall 32 tetrads

First 6.5.08 ED, Hardhorn, Blackpool

Last 27.9.08 DW, Ashworth Moor Resvr

High counts 16 BD, Fleetwood Nature Park

Poor Wall!  None seen on the either  of the Gait

Barrows transects since 2006, the worst ever year at

Eaves Wood, none at Heysham Landscape strip, also

since 2006; last seen at Myers Allotment in 2005.  Not

all transects were this bad, though.  Warton Crag RSPB

and LWT were both quite good, and Yealand Hall

Allotment had their first sighting since 2005.

Wall 2004-2008 245 tetrads

Speckled Wood 1990-1995 178 tetrads
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Scotch Argus 1 tetrad

First 24.7.08 SB, Arnside Knott

Last 20.8.06 AF, Arnside Knott

High count 134 AF, Arnside KNott

The Scotch Argus did better in 2008, returning to a low

average count.

Grayling 9 tetrads

First 16.6.08 JDP, Eaves Wood

Last 1.9.08 AF, Arnside Knott

High count 84 BD, Starr Hills

There was a good increase at Eaves Wood and Arnside

Knott, the worst ever at Heysham Landscape strip, last

seen in 2006 at Yealand Hall Allotment and very few at

Gait Barrows.

Gatekeeper 73 tetrads

First 1.7.08 CT, Martin Mere

Last 18.9.08 DL, Hazelhurst Wood

High counts 79 SW, Seaforth

At Gait Barrows, the count was the slightly up on 2007.

There was a huge increase at Arnside Knott, and Eaves

Wood also had their best year ever.   Martin Mere did

quite poorly, and there was no notable spread

northwards and eastwards through Lancashire.

Meadow Brown 140 tetrads

First 6.6.08 EB, Warton Crag RSPB

Last 25.9.08 SP, KMC, Clock Face CP

High count 295 BD, Fleetwood Nature Park

For a butterfly that was flying when the weather was at

its worst, the Meadow Brown did rather well, with good

increases and counts across many transects.

Wall 1990-1995 469 tetrads

Comparing the two maps shows how the Wall has

disappeared from many tetrads.  Look at south

Manchester and west Lancashire!

Ringlet 12 tetrads

First 30.6.08 RPJ, Gait Barrows

Last 7.8.08 RPJ, Gait Barrows

High count 12 KS, GA, Brungerley Park

Arnside Knott had their first Ringlet in 2008, and there

was a good increase at Gait Barrows.

Small Heath 56 tetrads

First 25.5.06 EB, Warton Crag RSPB

Last 17.9.06 RG, Rakewood

High counts 37 BD, Saddle Fell, Bowland

Arnside Knott did well again with the Small Heath,

another ‘best ever’ for them.   Elsewhere things are

worse.  At Heysham Landscape Strip only 1 was

recorded (in 2001 there were 120).

Large Heath 2 tetrads

First 16.6.08 DS, Winmarleigh Moss

Last 26.7.08 PHo, Goodber Common

High Count 5 DS, Winmarleigh MOss

In a better summer, more people would have made the

journey to see these butterflies.
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Butterfly Recorders 2008

Recorders referred to in the text by initials, have the initials in brackets following their names. Well done, all of you!

Please all carry on!

Gerry Almond (GA), Gavin Ashworth, Stephen Atkins, Peter Barnes, E Barrett, Emma Beck (EB), Roy Bedford, Carole

Bennett, T Bennett,  J M Berry, Maurice Berry, Peter Berry, R Biggs, Mike Bird (MB), I Blagden, Tony Bond, Steve

Bradley (SB), Barry Brigden (BB), David Broome, Mary Broomfield, Pat Brown, Derek Bunn, Stuart Burnet, Geoff

Carefoot, Brian Carlyle, R Carter, V Carter, Jonathan R Cass, John Chadwick, E & S Challender, Michael Chorley,

J Christian, Stephen E Christmas, Richard Clay, A Clements, J Cobham, Rob and Carol Cockbain (RCC), George &

Barbara  Cockburn, W Comstive, Derek Cook (DC), Henry Cook, T Copper, I Corbett, M Corkhill, Alan Cross,

D Cumpstey, Margaret Cunliffe, Bob Danson (BDn), E Davis, Eileen Dean (ED), Roger Dennis (RD), R Denshurst,

H Dixon, D Downing, J Driver, Bob & Mary Duck, Barry Dyson (BD), Mark Earlam, M Edmondson, M Edmunds,

C Ellison, Martin Elsworth, M Fanshawe, H Farrell, Shane Farrell, A S Fearnley, J Fenton,  Alan Ferguson (AF),

J Foster, Mike Fuller, Kitty Garnett, Graham Gavaghan, Anna Gilchrist, Steven Graham, John Green, Paul Green (PG),

Martin Greenland (MG), Richard Greenwood, Robin Griffiths, Steven Grimshaw (SG), R Hall, J Hallsworth, Brian &

Dawn Hancock (BrH), Grace Hardy, Lirio Hardy, Loren Hardy, Peter Hardy (PBH), H Hargreaves, Peter Harris (PHa),

I Harper, Margaret Harvey, K Haydock, Ian Henderson, James Hide, M Higgins, D Hill, N Hill, Brian Hilton (BHn), Paul

Hillyer (PH), Stephen Hind, G Hodkinson, John & Betty Holding, Alan Holmes, Peter Hornby (PHo), J & S Howarth,

Brian Hugo (BH), Jeffrey Hurst, A & S Imm (ASI), Andrew Isherwood, B James, C Johnson, E Johnston, C Jones, Philip

Kinder, C King, Edward King, Philip Kirk,  Steve Kirtley, Terry Lally (TL), Phil Larkin (PL),  A & E Laycock,  M P Laycock,

Kevin Lister, Stan Llewellyn, David Lumb (DL),  Tim & Margaret Mackintosh, B Makinson, L Marklew,  Joan Marshall

(JM), D Martin, S Martin, Alan Mayor, Kevin & Jenny McCabe (KMC),  Sheila McCooper (SM), Hilary McKean,

S McLardy, F Middlehurst, Richard Miller (RM), G Morgan, David Mower (DM), Robert & Collette Murphy,  D Myers,

M Naylor,  Jennifer Newton (JN), Gillian Oakes, E & M Ormond, James Ormerod, Norah Padgett, Stephen Palmer

(SP), L Parnell (LP), T Pioli, Alan Powell,  Rob Petley-Jones (RPJ), A & J Plackett, David & Jill Player (JDP), B Pratt,

A H Price, J Rayner, P Regan, Hamish M & Anne Reid, William Reid, Linda Renshaw,  Roy Rhodes, Steven Richardson,

L E Richmond (LR), D Rigby, G Rigby, J Riley, P Rimmer, M Saum, P Sharman, Barry Shaw, K Singleton, Laura Sivell

(LS), Joy Sharp,  Paul Slater (PS), Alwyn Smith, James Smith, Derrick Smith (DS), Brian Snell,  Jarrod Sneyd (JS),

N Southworth, Ken Spencer (KS), M Stanyer, Gerry Stephen, Alan Storey (AS), T Stones, M J Sutcliffe, K Sutton,

? Taylor, Rowan Thompson (RT), Chris Tomlinson (CT), Brian Townson (BT), G Turner, Martin Wainwright, Frank

Walsh, Simon Warford, Brian Warren, M Watson, Dennis Weir, Terry Whitaker, Steve White (SW), David Winnard

(DW), P Witter, K Woan, J P  Wood, Maria Woods, David Woodward, Pete Woodruff, Jean Worthington, J Wright,

R Youngman.

Annual Report 2008, Moth Section

Macrolepidoptera Report Chris Darbyshire

The feelings generally expressed as regards the weather’s effects on trap returns and personal effort levels were

very much as in 2007, and as then, the final summaries will seem to offer a contradiction.  An incredible six species

of macro-moth were added to the county list this time, and at least twenty really uncommon species were met

with on various occasions.  VC60 got a bit of its own back after the last two years’ returns from further south,

claiming five of the new species ... three of which, Square-spot, Devon Carpet and The Saxon, were probably

Cumbrian ex-pats!  Triple-spotted Pug has been muted before, but not confirmed until now, and Least Carpet

arrived on the Mersey coast almost in tandem with the first for Cheshire.  The final addition, The Cosmopolitan,

was perhaps not unexpected as this migratory species had been pushing further north in the UK as each year went

by.  The surprise was that it picked such a poor year to make its presence felt.

Mullein Wave was, however, a surprise far inland at Euxton in June, its recorder also finding Bordered Beauty near

Chorley in August, and a veritable bevy of Spring Ushers at Euxton.  Whilst adults of Mullein Moth and specialists

like Muslin Footman continue to be the prerogative of VC60, recent newcomers like Marbled White-spot and

Small Ranunculus still claim their place on the county roll-call only along the southern fringe.  Expanding records of

that green goddess of moths, the Merveille du Jour, now whet the appetite of many VC59 recorders who had long

given up hope of ever trapping one for themselves.

As if to challenge the position of Belted Beauty in Lancashire’s moth hierarchy, lots of Sandhill Rustics made

themselves known to two recorders on the Sefton coast in August following a marathon month-long night-time
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survey.  Of the other really scarce species seen, VC59 (south Lancashire – the R Mersey to the R Ribble) claimed

Dark Tussock and another Vine’s Rustic whilst VC60 (R Ribble to just south of Arnside) turned up Brown Scallop,

Cloaked Pug, Four-dotted Footman and Crinan Ear.

The list of moths detailed below is not an exhaustive summary of all the moths recorded in Lancashire during 2008,

but purely a selection of the more notable records.  Space does not allow a full species list.

0161 Leopard Moth Zeuzera pyrina  14/7 Gatewarth Tip, Warrington JC.

1647 Barred Hook-tip Watsonalla cultraria  21/5 Silverdale BDy; 30/7 Fulwood AP; 9/8 Flixton KM; 15/8 Millhouses

PJM; 31/8 Yealand Redmayne SSt.

1667 Blotched Emerald Comibaena bajularia  27/6 Leyland AB, EL.

1681 Clay Triple-lines Cyclophora linearia  7/6 Dalton VC60 SMP; 24/8 Singleton BDy.

1682 Blood-vein Timandra comae  7/6 Rainford RB; 19/6 Silverdale TR; 14/8 Botany Bay WCA; 29/8 Chorley EL.  At

the same time it appeared for the first time at Poulton-le-Fylde ASt and in Preston on 30/8 SMP.

1689 Mullein Wave Scopula marginepunctata  30/6 Euxton EL.

1699 Least Carpet Idaea rusticata atrosignaria  25/7 Hale (2) CC: new to Lancashire.

1715 Plain Wave Idaea straminata  14/7 Astley Moss KM.

1748 Beautiful Carpet Mesoleuca albicillata  24/6 Gait Barrows RPJ.

1749 Dark Spinach Pelurga comitata  22/7 Middleton JG, PJM; 23/7 Rochdale SCo.

1751 Devon Carpet Lampropteryx otregiata  1/6, 2/6, 17/8 Lord’s Lot Wood JG, PJM: new to Lancashire, possibly

expanding out of Cumbria – it was new to the Isle of Man in 2008 also (I Scott pers. comm.).

1754 Phoenix Eulithis prunata  18/7 Chorley EL; 22/7 Billinge north CAD; 26/7 Blackpool DPR; 30/7 Fulwood AP; 22/8

Downholland Moss JDo; 23/8 Formby CF: a suggestion here that this species may be spreading in VC59?

1757 Spinach Eulithis mellinata  27/6 Atherton KBs; 4/7 Wilpshire JD, TD; 30/7 Poulton-le-Fylde ASt.

1766 Blue-bordered Carpet Plemyria rubiginata  30/7 Lord’s Lot Wood JG, PJM; 1/8 Wilpshire JD, TD; 6/9 Worsley

IWa.

1791 Brown Scallop Philereme vetulata  3/7 Gait Barrows RPJ: first in Lancs since 2003.

1815 Cloaked Pug Eupithecia abietaria  4/7, 6/7 Silverdale TR: first records for VC60.

1823 Netted Pug Eupithecia venosata  June Blackrod PP; 24/6 Leighton Moss KBr, SMP: first there since 1978.

1826 Triple-spotted Pug Eupithecia trisignaria  30/7 Fulwood SMP gen det: the first confirmed record for

Lancashire.

1849 Ash Pug Eupithecia innotata fraxinata  24/6 Yealand Conyers BH.

1866 Manchester Treble-bar Carsia sorariata anglica  7-8/8 a daytime search by TW located 27 on Burn Moor, and

1-2 at four other nearby 1km squares.

1870 Chimney Sweeper Odezia atrata  7/6 Freeman’s Pasture (14) EL; 9/6 c11 on Warton Crag (AES, JN, SMP); 8/6,

16/6 Charnock Richard PK; 29/6 Roeburndale JN.

1873 Welsh Wave Venusia cambrica  27/5 Lord’s Lot Wood (2) JG, PJM; 24/7 Brinscall EL; 25/7 Millhouses PJM; 1/8

Turton Tower SMP.
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1879 Seraphim Lobophora halterata  16/5 Leighton Moss JB, KBr, Silverdale TR; 5/6 Preston APB; 6/6 Rochdale SCo.

1885 Clouded Magpie Abraxas sylvata  6/6 Dalton VC60 (20) JG and 5 larvae nearby on Elm 3/9 SMP.

1904 Scorched Wing Plagodis dolobraria 16/5 Silverdale TR; 20/5 Dalton (VC60) SMP; 30/5 Hale CC, White Coppice

EL; 2/6 Lord’s Lot Wood JG, PJM; 6/6 Chorley EL.

1907 Bordered Beauty Epione repandaria  23/7 Widnes PH; 2/8 Chorley EL; 3/8 Heysham PJM et al; 5/8 Bay Horse

NAJR; 30/8 Poulton-le-Fylde ASt.

1912 August Thorn Ennomos quercinaria  27/8 Billinge CAD; 30/8 Fulwood SMP, Martin Mere APB.  Still very rare –

three in one year is unprecedented.

1915 September Thorn Ennomos erosaria  24/8, 19/9 Whittle-le-Woods JNe; 26/8 to 25/9 (3) Bay Horse NAJR; 27/8 –

9/9 (4) Hoghton GDi, Hale CC; 30/8 Millhouses GJo, AS, Longton RBo.

1919 Purple Thorn Selenia tetralunaria  3/5 Dalton VC60 (20) JG; 2/8 Millhouses (12) PJM: record Lancashire catches

for a single night’s trapping.

1928 Belted Beauty Lycia zonaria britannica  Eight  people surveyed the colony on various dates between 16/3 and

6/5, efforts which realised a peak of 22 moths on 30/4 (AES, AW, DW, DB, EL, PGi, VGi, PS, SMP).  A full site count

was not carried out in 2008.  Instead a transect has been established to allow comparable data from year to year.

1930 Oak Beauty Biston strataria  14/3 Leyland (10) EL: usually seen only in ones or twos.

1932 Spring Usher Agriopis leucophaearia  1/1 Euxton EL; 17/1 High Tatham PJM; 18/1 Penwortham AB; 19/1 Euxton

(49) EL; 23/1 Parbold JK; 27/1 Orrell PJA; 14/2 Cold Park Wood (11) JG, PJM; 17/2 Millhouses (29) JG: the mid Jan.

Euxton record was the peak of six astonishingly high trap counts along what might best be described as a

“sheltered country lane”.

1934 Dotted Border Agriopis marginaria  12/1 Worsley IWa; 14/1 Heysham PJM et al; 19/1 Millhouses PJM; 26/1

Fulwood AP; 28/1 UpHolland CAD, Parbold JK; 18/11 Flixton KM; 23/12 Euxton EL: the last two are Lancashire’s

earliest ever records.

1936 Waved Umber Menophra abruptaria  6/5 Hale CC; 8/5 Widnes PH; 9/5 Carnforth LL, Millhouses TW,

Sunderland Point JG, M-G.

1937 Willow Beauty Peribatodes rhomboidaria  13/10 Billinge north CAD; 4/11 Flixton KM: a five-month long season

extending from 29/5 and quite at odds with its former status.

1947 Engrailed Ectropis bistortata  5/2 Three Sisters, Bryn PJA; 7/2, 23/2 Worsley IWa: three very early records.

1949 Square-spot Paradarisa consonaria  24 were found in 5x1km squares around Dalton-in-Kendal, Leighton

Moss, Lord’s Lot Wood and Silverdale between 3/5 and 7/6 (EL, JG, PJM, SMP), but are pre-dated as the first

Lancashire specimen of a moth known to be in nearby Cumbria, by the confirmation of one photographed at

Leighton Moss in 2003 (the late KBr).  A fitting epitaph to a VC60 stalwart.

1957 White-pinion Spotted Lomographa bimaculata  10/4 Flixton KM (very early); 10/5 Chorley (8) EL; 30/5

Leighton Moss (20) JB, KBr.

1961 Light Emerald Campaea margaritata  27/6 Leyland (16) EL; 28/6 Euxton (27) EL, Dalton VC59 (12) CAD; 10/7

Fulwood (14) AP; 12/7 Caton (20) JG; 19/7 Silverdale (23) EL; 9/10 Pennington JDW.

1996 Alder Kitten Furcula bicuspis  10/5 Botton Mill JG, PJM; 2/6 Longridge DL, Lord’s Lot Wood (7) JG, PJM.

2011 Pale Prominent Pterostoma palpina  20/5 Dalton (VC60) SMP; 22/5 Hornby MB (first there since 1995); 27/5

Lord’s Lot Wood JG, PJM.

2020 Figure of Eight Diloba caeruleocephala  27/9 Hoghton GDi; 7/10 Charnock Richard EL.
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2026 Vapourer Orgyia antiqua  This normally day-flying moth turned up in a surprising number of traps this year –

Warton 15/8 MEl; Longton 23/8 RBo; Martin Mere 28/8 APB; Fulwood 8/9 SMP; Pennington 16/9 JDW; and Coppull

21/9 EL.

2027 Dark Tussock Dicallomera fascelina  25/7 Ainsdale AB, DHT: only the third of the millennium, but from an

expected locality.

2031 White Satin Leucoma salicis 1/7 Preston (50+ around underpass lights) AP, JB: there were lots of larvae in that

area during 2007; 5/7 Ashton-on-Ribble DPR; 22/7 Southport IK; 23/7 Atherton KBs.

2038 Muslin Footman Nudaria mundana  7/7 Haweswater AP, PPa; 21/7 Thrushgill JG, PJM; 27/7 Millhouses (91)

PJM; 28/7 Halton (3) JRo, Hornby MB.

2039 Red-necked Footman Atolmis rubricollis  9/6 Warton Crag JN; 21/7 Thrushgill JG, PJM.

2040 Four-dotted Footman Cybosia mesomella  8/7 Yealand Conyers BH: only the second Lancashire record this

millennium, and just the fourth since the 1800s.

2044 Dingy Footman Eilema griseola  2-27/7 Heysham (8) PJM et al; 23/7 Gait Barrows RHl; 25/7 Ainsdale APB,

Sunderland Point JG; 27/7 Perry Moor JG, PJM; 28/7 High Tatham JG; 29/7 Pennington JDW; 29/7-5/8 Millhouses (6)

PJM; 4/8 Haweswater AP, PPa; 7/8 Gait Barrows RPJ; 29/8 Birkdale GJ: a quite rapid colonisation since the first in

2004.

2049 Buff Footman Eilema depressa  2/8 Dalton VC60 (115) JG, PJM; 19/8 Docker Moor (35) JG: a collection of

outstanding catches.

2050 Common Footman Eilema lurideola  14/7 Astley Moss (30) KM; 22/7 Bay Horse (24) NAJR, Yealand Redmayne

(23) SSt; 27/7 Fowley Common (33) JDW; 28/7 High Tatham (32) PJM; 31/7 Millhouses (62) PJM: a more common

moth than the last species, but these are still good counts, especially considering the dour nature of the season.

2088 Heart and Club Agrotis clavis  23/6, 29/6 Carnforth DBn, LL; 29/6-22/7 Southport (7 at two sites) IK.

2121 Barred Chestnut Diarsia dahlii  11/8 Littledale JG; 20/8 Baines Crag PJM; 27/8 Roeburndale JG; 30/8 Silverdale

TR.

2127 Triple-spotted Clay Xestia ditrapezium  13/7 Nether Kellet PJM; 15/7 Dalton VC60 SMP; 16/7 Leighton Moss JB;

17/7 Herring Head Wood TW.  Any records away from the north of the county need to be verified by the County

Recorder.

2132 Neglected Rustic Xestia castanea  27/8 Astley Moss (12) KM.

2165 Small Ranunculus Hecatera dysodea  27/6 Hough Green PH, 5/7 West Derby Colin Daly (det JC), 26/7 Wavertree

L Threadgold (det AB).

2171 Marbled Coronet Hadena confusa  9/5 Sunderland Point JG, M-G; 10/5 Middleton JG, PJM.

2204 Obscure Wainscot Mythimna obsoleta  24/6 Leighton Moss KB, SMP and Gatewarth Tip, Warrington JC.

2208 Cosmopolitan Mythimna loreyi19/8 Heysham Nature Reserve AJD: this migrant species is new to Lancashire.

2221 Mullein Shargacucullia verbasci  11/5 Carnforth DBn; and larva on 29/6 Yealand Conyers and 8/7 Jack Scout

BH.

2237 Grey Shoulder-knot Lithophane ornitopus lactpennis 4/4 Yealand Redmayne SSt; 9/10 – 6/11 (4) Worsley IWa:

rarely encountered in VC59.

2247 Merveille du Jour Dichonia aprilina  17/9,19/9 Euxton EL, RHo; 20/9 Whittle-le-Woods JNe; 26/9 Adlington PKw,

Dalton VC59 RC; 27/9 Hoghton GDi; 6/10 Chorley EL: only a fifth of Lancashire’s records are from VC59, but it is

clearly present in suitable habitat.
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2268 Suspected Parastichtis suspecta  14/7 Astley Moss KM; 19/7, 20/8 Euxton RHo; 31/7 Orrell PJA: an elusive

species in some quarters, more frequent in others.

2272 Barred Sallow Xanthia aurago  21/9, 22/9 Hale CC; 24/9 Bretherton AB, EL.

2300 Old Lady Mormo maura  14/7 High Tatham PJM; 22/7 Gressingham MB, Mossley Hill BDi; 1/8 Billinge FAM; 10/

8 Billinge CAD; 15/8 Fulwood DPR; 22/8 Bispham BB (first there since 1995): the two Billinge records are the

observers’ first there in 25 years of recording.

2320 Saxon Hyppa rectilinea  5/6 Haweswater AP, PPa: new to north Lancashire (VC60).  The only other record was

from Old Trafford in the nineteenth century by J Chappell – in Mansbridge, W., 1940.  The Lepidopterous Fauna of

Lancashire and Cheshire by Ellis, revised by Wm. Mansbridge.

2354 Sandhill Rustic Luperina nickerlii gueneei  17-30/8 Birkdale Green Beach (299) GJ, RBr: essentially a more

extensive, and slightly earlier in the season, repeat of the 2007 survey.  This torchlight work was undertaken over

13 night-shifts, covered 5x1km squares, and revealed the presence of far more individuals than last year. Males

were in the minority at 130, but mating pairs were seen on a few occasions and the full results of the survey clearly

show that this stretch of our coastline is of major importance to this moth, both county-wise and nationally.

Survey work will continue in 2009, and will also include some larval searching in the hope of finally confirming that

Saltmarsh Grass is utilised as a foodplant, which, if proven, would rewrite the ecology and possibly redefine the

projected distribution of this subspecies (G Jones). Readers are referred to Atropos 35, pp38-44 for a detailed

article on this species by RBr and GJ.

2358 Saltern Ear Amphipoea fucosa paludis  4-29/8 Sunderland Point (5 single) JG, M-G (gen det SMP).

2359 Crinan Ear Amphipoea crinanensis  22/8 Sunderland Point JG (gen det SMP): the first county record since

1962.

2384 Vine’s Rustic Hoplodrina ambigua  31/8 Formby MDe, RHi: conf. from photo CAD, the third county record.

2410 Marbled White-spot Protodeltote pygarga  7/6 Astley Moss (3) KM.  The third locality and the fifth county

record for this species indicating continued expansion of its range.

2412 Silver Hook Deltote uncula  6/6 Flixton KM; 10/6 Yealand Redmayne (6) BH.

2421 Scarce Silver-lines Bena bicolorana  14/7 Atherton KBs, Hale CC, Shevington Moor DAB, 24/7 Dalton VC59 CAD;

25/7 Euxton EL; 28/7 Fulwood SMP.

2437 Golden Plusia Polychrisia moneta  30/6 Rainford ACh; 8/7 Yealand Conyers BH; 16/7 Yealand Redmayne SSt.

2466 Blackneck Lygephila pastinum  24/6 to 22/7 Gatewarth Tip, Warrington (24) JC; 28/6 Philips Park, Manchester

GJ; 2/7 Billinge CAD; 5/7 Chorley AP, SMP; 6/7 Crosby JDo; 14/7 Astley Moss KM; 23/7 Rainford ACh.

2474 Straw Dot Rivula sericealis  28/8 Pennington (65) JDW; 29/8 Fowley Common (152) JDW: very high counts from

a long season extending from 29th May to 21st October.

2476 Beautiful Snout Hypena crassalis  27/5, 2/6 Lord’s Lot Wood JG, PJM.

2485 Marsh Oblique-barred Hypenodes humidalis  14/7 Astley Moss (50) KM; 19/8 Millhouses PJM.

Migrant Report Steve Palmer

The migration season of 2008 continued the trend set in 2007 of low numbers of the common migratory species

and few rarities.  Despite this summer 2008 still managed to throw up a few totally unexpected surprises.  Amongst

these were two new species for the county and a breeding record of one of the migrant hawk-moth species.  It was

noticeable that the majority of migrants were recorded at coastal or near coastal sites – a situation we were used

to several years ago, but not recently. Those people running light traps well inland or in the higher parts of the

county struggled to record any migrants at all.  The only moth that showed little change in its distribution and

numbers from what was experienced in 2007 was the Silver Y – but it remained well below the record numbers in

2006.
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The most unexpected and exciting find for many a year came in late July, when a strange looking pyralid moth was

found in Chris Darbyshire’s garden light trap near Wigan.  It was quite worn and resembled a cross between the

micro-moth genus Scoparia and another micro called the nettle-tap moth.  Chris recalled seeing a moth resembling

his in Atropos a year or so ago (as a first for Britain on the Scilly Isles) but this seemed so unlikely that both he and

the county recorder for the micros gave it little thought.  After however ewxhausting all other possibilities Chris an

Steve returned to Atropos in a last gasp attempt to sort out the moth – it fitted.  Help was then employed from the

big-hitters at the Natural History Museum in London and Martin Honey kindly confirmed the moth as Diplopseustis

perieresalis, the third record for Britain of this adventive species.  The specimen has been donated to the Museum’s

national collection – fame at last Chris!

The number of site reports received for each species in 2008, 2007 and 2006 are listed alongside the species name

in that order.  The Diamond-back, Dark Sword-grass and Silver Y paragraphs below contain the first, last and

selected records only.

Plutella xylostella Diamond-back Moth 70, 155, 491

26th April Hoole AB

28th April Heysham DJH

5th May Parbold (5) JK

5th August St Helens (8) DO

19th September Parbold JK

19th September Sunderland Point JG, M-G

Udea Ferrugalis Rusty-dot Pearl 8, 6, 177

27th August Bay Horse NAJR

6th August Sunderland Point JG, M-G

11th August Preston SMP

21st August Gait Barrows NNR RPJ, CBa, SMP – also on 22nd

25th August Goosnargh JH, SMP

26th August Sunderland Point JG, SMP

29th August Heysham NR AJD

Diplopseustis perieresalis 1, 0, 0

This species is new to Lancashire and is only the third record for Britain.

23rd July Billinge CAD

Nomophila noctuella Rush Veneer 3, 8, 283

The poorest year for this species since 1997.

30th July Flixton KM

19th September Hoghton GDi

12th October Silverdale TR

Rodometra sacraria Vestal 2, 0, 45

11th September Heysham NR RN

17th October Sunderland Point JG, M-G

Orthonama obstipata Gem 5, 1, 19

22nd August Morecambe JG

29th August Sunderland Point JG, M-G

29th August Silverdale TR

19th September Ashton on Ribble DPR

21st September Sunderland Point JG, M-G

Agrius convolvuli Convolvulus Hawk-moth 2, 2, 10

21st August Bare J Wood per PJM

18th September Carnforth DBn

Macroglossum stellatarum Humming-bird Hawk-moth 3, 13, 260

24th June Atherton KBs

6th July Audenshaw DJo

14th August Hale CC
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Hyles gallii Bedstraw Hawk-moth 1, 1, 0

September Bispham Alan Eaves; 10 larvae on Fuchsia

Lithosia quadra Four-spotted Footman 1, 2, 4

28th July Millhouses, Wray (2) PJM

Agrotis ipsilon Dark Sword-grass 60, 16, 126

This moth bucked the trend of low numbers for most of the other migrant species.  An influx of sorts occurred in

mid and late August with the majority of records occurring during this period but never with more than two in any

one trap.

26th April Millhouses, Wray JG

27th April Little Singleton SBf

6th May Yealand Redmayne SSt

13th September Wilpshire JD, TD

14th September High Tatham PJM

Mythimna loreyi Cosmopolitan 1, 0, 0

A first record for Lancashire in such a poor year for migrants was totally unexpected.

19th August Heysham Nature Reserve AJD

Spodoptera exigua Small Mottled Willow 1, 1, 44

30th July Feniscowles WCA

Heliothis peltigera Bordered Straw 1, 0, 49

23rd May Wray GJo, AS

Autographa gamma Silver Y 751, 748, 2320

All double figures counts are included.

5th May Mere Sands Wood IK

18th May Aldcliffe BRS

6th July Bispham (10) BB

27th August Lancaster (10) CBa

29th August Birkdale shore (28) GJ

29th August Bispham (14) BB

30th August Heysham NR (15) AJD

8th September Preston (11) SMP

8th September Fleetwood (28) BDy

10th September Rainford (10) ACh

12th September Heysham NR (15) RN

12th September Euxton (14) EL

14th September Wray (12) GJo, AS

18th September Preston (24) SMP

18th September Bispham (10) BB

18th September Fleetwood (342) BDy

18th September Hutton (11) AB

21st September Preston (12) SMP

23rd September Fleetwood (11) BDy

15th November Preston (2) SMP

15th November Morecambe JG
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Micromoth Report Steve Palmer

Despite the inclement weather, recording of this group of insects continued its upward trend of the last

few years.  Digital photography is certainly aiding the identification of many more species and has also

allowed the County Recorder to advise on which specimens should be retained for a closer look.  As a

result, the critical examination of many more moths is taking place.  2008 has been a season of

continued but localised range expansion for many species but it is tricky to evaluate whether this is due

to recording effort or is indicating genuine increases in a species range.

During the year four species were added to the county list, one species was new to VC59 and five were new to

VC60 – details below.  It is thought that seven of these were previously over-looked residents, two were species

continuing known expansions in the UK and one is most likely to be a one-off wanderer or perhaps an accidental

import.  These figures contrast sharply to other recent years where the majority of new species have been those

expanding their range nationally.

The list of species below includes all new county or vice county records, notable and unusual sightings reported

during 2008.  Space does not permit all species recorded to be included.

0064 Stigmella continuella  24/9 Gait Barrows SMP.  Mine on birch – new to VC60.

0065 Stigmella speciosa  16/9 Gait Barrows SMP.  Mine on sycamore – continuing its spread northwards through

the county.

0070 Stigmella obliquella  20/10 Woodwell RH.  Mine on Salix sp. - extends the known range of this species

northwards.

0072 Stigmella myrtillella  12/10 Horrocks Fold, Belmont KM.  Mine on bilberry.

0117 Stigmella confusella  16/9 Gait Barrows SMP.  Mine on birch – extends the known range of this species

northwards.

0196 Morophaga choragella  24/3 Astley Moss KM, BSm.  Larva reared from bracket fungi on birch – second record

for Lancashire.

0199 Psychoides verhuella 26/2 Dalton (VC59) CAD.  Bred from larva on hart’s-tongue fern – new to VC59.

0200 Psychoides filicivora 18/3 Rixton (larvae) BSm; 20/5 Preston SMP; 30/5 Lostock Hall RHa.  Continuing to spread

throughout the county.

0231 Monopis imella  6/8 Sunderland Point JG (gen det SMP).  This is believed to be the first record for VC60.  The

national database has a dot for this vice county on the UK map but no supporting data (J R Langmaid pers. comm.).

0236 Tineola bisselliella  5/5, 18/5, 4/6 Fulwood, Preston AP.  This site is the only place in the county where this once

common species is still regularly recorded.

0240 Tinea pellionella  30/6 Singleton BDy.  This common but under-recorded species was new to this area.

0247 Tinea trinotella  21/7 Singleton BDy.  See comment above.

0260 Leucoptera malifoliella  25/9 Clock Face Coal Pit area (disused), St.Helens KM, SMP.  Mine on rowan.

0266 Bucculatrix nigricomella  2/6 Heysham DJH.  New to this well recorded site.

0273 Bucculatrix thoracella  18/10 Williamson Park, Lancaster RH.  Mine on lime – showing a continued spread

across the county.

0285 Caloptilia azaleella  12/6 Atherton KBs.  Increasing its range across VC59.

0296 Calybites phasianipennella  24/8 Dalton (VC59) CAD; 12/10 Hale CC.  Appearing with increasing regularity in

the county.
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0321a Phyllonorycter platani  10/11 Billinge CAD.  Mine on London plane.

0362 Phyllonorycter acerifoliella  18/10 Clifton Country Park KM.  Mine on field maple.

0366a Cameraria ohridella (horse chestnut leaf-miner)  Bickerstaffe, Carr Mill, Longshaw, Mossborough Hall,

Parbold, Shevington Moor, Swinton CAD; Penwortham SMP; Culcheth, Flixton KM; Victoria Park, Widnes SMc.

Mines on horse chestnut – all new 10km squares for this species during 2008.

0389 Choreutis pariana (apple leaf skeletonizer)  8/6 Flixton Kevin McCabe; 16/6 St Helens BSm; Sept. Littleborough

Ian Kimber; 28/9 King’s Moss CAD.  These larval records on apple and hawthorn are probably more representative

of targetted fieldwork rather than an increase in the species.  There were only five records in total between 1993

and 2007.

0409b Argyresthia cupressella  27/5 Flixton KM.  The third site for this moth in Lancashire which is spreading rapidly

northwards through England.

0418 Argyresthia conjugella  2/7 Heysham DJH.

0459 Ypsolopha sylvella  30/8 Billinge CAD.  A new site for this rare moth in Lancs.

0490 Coleophora lutipennella  14/7 Dolphinholme NAJR.  A common but under-recorded species new to this area.

0495 Coleophora spinella  10/7 Dolphinholme NAJR.  See comment above.

0498a Coleophora prunifoliae  21/5 Gait Barrows CBa, SMP.  Three cases were found on blackthorn.  One was bred

and the genitalia checked.  New to Lancashire.

0510 Coleophora juncicolella  24/6 Stainings Folly Wood AB.  A new site for this common species.

0516 Coleophora trifolii  24/7 Blackrod PP.  A new site for this local species – gen det SMP.

0522 Coleophora lineolea  6/8 Sunderland Point JG, M-G.  The second record for VC60 – gen det SMP.

0601 Elachista albifrontella, 0607 Elachista canapennella, 0609 Elachista maculicerusella – three common species

all recorded for the first time at Lower Burgh Meadows during 2008 EL.  This shows the benefit of critical

examination of this tricky group allowing a more accurate picture of their distribution in the county.

0622 Elachista adscitella  2/8 Millhouses PJM.  An unexpected find at this well recorded locality.  The moth only

otherwise occurs in Lancs at Gait Barrows, where it is common.

0640 Batia lunaris  12/7 Mossley Hill BDi.  Restricted to the Mersey valley and south coastal areas of VC59.

0656 Tachystola acroxantha  12/7 Heysham AJD.  New to VC60.  Following its discovery just across the border in

Cumbria recently (BB pers. comm.) it was only a matter of time before it was found in this vice county.

0671 Depressaria ultimella  9/5 Heysham DJH.  The third recent record of this uncommon Lancashire moth and all

from roughly the same part of the county.

0714 Agonopterix yeatiana  29/8 Birkdale Green Beach GJ.  Always a coastal duneland species in the county, this is

the first record since 1995.

0716 Agonopterix rotundella  1/9/2003 Pennington PP (det SMP).  Perhaps the most unexpected of records as this

is exclusively a coastal species in the UK.  Paul advises he had not visited any coastal areas immediately prior to

finding this moth.  A specimen was kept but only recently identified.  It is new to Lancashire.

0730 Apodia bifractella  11/6 (emerged) Heysham Nat. Res. KM, SMP.  The second record for VC60.  The first was in

a Preston garden in 1996 where the possible introduction of the moth with recently purchased fleabane plants

could not be excluded.  It has not been seen again at this site.  The Heysham moths were bred from seed-heads

collected in late 2007.
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0755 Stenolechia gemmella  30/8 Dolphinholme NAJR.  The second site in VC60.

0771 Carpatolechia alburnella  19/7 Eaves Wood EL, DB (gen det SMP).  New to VC60.

0881 Mompha terminella  3/9 Dalton (VC60) SMP.  A dot occurs on the map for this species in The Moths and

Butterflies of Great Britain and Ireland Vol 4 (Part 1) but no supporting data is known to support the record (JRL

pers. comm.).  The larval mine found on enchanters nightshade is therefore taken as the first published record of

this species in Lancs.

0924 Hysterophora maculosana  2/6 Dolphinholme NAJR.  Apparently a rare moth in Lancashire, this being on the

second record since the 1960s.

0926 Phalonidia manniana  24/6 (2) Leighton Moss SMP.  The first record in VC60 since the nineteenth century.

0981 Archips rosana  9/7 (4) Potts Corner SMP.  Apparently a scarce moth in Lancashire.  It was recorded with some

regularity in the 1990s but then virtually disappeared until recently.

0985 Cacoecimorpha pronubana  1/6 Boothstown IW.  The only record in 2008 in Lancs.

0998 Epiphyas postvittana (light brown apple moth)  15/6 Oswaldtwistle BCl; 24/5 Catherine St., Liverpool DWi.

Two new locations for our commonest garden micro.

1108 Lobesia abscisana  22/7 Sunderland Point JG, M-G; 28/7 Morecambe JG.  These records infill the distribution

of this species in VC60 where it is almost exclusively coastal.

1128 Ancylis myrtillana  31/5 Heysham DJH;  2/6 Preston SMP.  Wanderers from the moors?

1190 Eucosma aspidiscana  14/5 Carnforth Ironworks JN.  A fascinating record away from its limestone stronghold

to the west.  Could other golden-rod feeders be present at this site?

1202 Eucosma obumbratana  14/7 Gatewarth Tip JC.  A new site, much further west than the previous known sites

for this moth in the Mersey Valley.

1247 Grapholita funebrana  12/7 Preston SMP.  A new species for this well recorded garden.  In light of other recent

records in the county, it seems this species may be spreading.

1281 Dichrorampha simpliciana  6/8 Sunderland Point JG, M-G.  Second record for VC60.

1287 Dichrorampha aeratana  7/6 Flixton KM.  Only the second recent record for VC59

1292 Calamotropha paludella  21/7, 30/7, 28/8 Flixton KM; 25/7 Martin Mere APB; 31/7 Leigh JDW; 29/8 Birkdale GJ.

A dramatic increase from five between 2004 (the first in the county) and 2006 to six in 2008.

1314 Catoptria margaritella  30/7 Preston APB.  Presumably a wanderer from the moors.

1330 Donacaula mucronellus  14/7 Gatewarth Tip JC.  A new site for this uncommon pyralid.

1370 Sitochroa palealis  14/7, 22/7 Gatewarth Tip JC.  A fantastic find - with two well separated sightings and the

foodplant present (wild carrot), presumably it is breeding at this location.  The only previous records are two from

the nineteenth century, also in VC59.

1381 Anania funebris - recorded at three sites (Gait Barrows, Warton Crag and Yealand Hall Allotments) in the

Silverdale limestone area between 3rd May and 9th June.  The largest count was at Gait Barrows on 21st May (31 –

CBa, SMP) and 36 were recorded at two of the three sites (no count at Yealand Hall) on 7th June (RPJ, JN, SMP, AES,

TR).

1397a Diplopseustis perieresalis  23/7 Billinge CAD (confirmed M Honey).  The 3rd British record and first for

Lancashire of this adventive species.

1403a Duponchelia fovealis  15/7 Yealand Conyers BH.  Found indoors as is usual with this adventive species –

second record for VC60.
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1432 Anerastia lotella  Birkdale GJ.  The first record of this uncommon coastal duneland species in VC59 since 2000.

1451 Pyla fusca  20/6 St. Helens SB.  This species is very erratic in its appearance.

1454 Dioryctria abietella  22/7 Bispham BB.  Presumably a migrant.

1481 Homoeosoma sinuella 30/6 Martin Mere APB; (date not noted) Inskip HB.  Two new sites for this local species.

1485 Phycitodes maritima  24/6 Dolphinholme NAJR (gen det).  Second record for VC60.

1497 Amblyptilia acanthadactyla  1/7 Mossley Hill BDi; 26/8 Adlington PKw; 18/10 Rochdale PS.  Three new sites for

Lancashire.  With 60 records during 2008, this species is being encountered much more regularly than in the past

and has turned up in most months.

1506 Stenoptilia millieridactyla  23/6, 3/7 Silverdale TR; 13/7 Nether Kellet quarry PM.  Increasing its range slowly in

the county.

1507 Stenoptilia zophodactylus  17/7, 22/7 Heysham Nat. Res. RN, JG.  New to VC60.  Gen. det. SMP.

A detailed look at the Geometridae (part), the Larentiinae (part)  Steve Palmer

A regular feature of the Annual Report is a detailed look at the status and distribution, in systematic order, of a few

of the larger moths recorded in Lancashire, both past and present.  The current status and distribution of each

species is presented in a brief summary but maps have been omitted this year due to lack of space. This Report

continues our look at the Geometrid moths, covering the genera Camptogramma, Entephria, Larentia, Anticlea,

Mesoleuca, Pelurga and Lampropteryx.

In Europe there are 21 species that occur within these seven genera while the UK has just under half of them.  In

Lancashire we have records of all ten species found in Britain although the accuracy of the record relating to the

Yellow-ringed Carpet must be in doubt.  None of the moths in this group could be described as widespread and

abundant throughout the county, although one, the Yellow Shell, can be locally abundant in scrubby lowland parts

of Lancashire.  Of the others, four are locally common in small numbers, the remaining four being very local to rare,

restricted by a combination of habitat, climate or larval foodplant.

Records of the Mallow, Dark Spinach, Devon and particularly Yellow-ringed Carpet must be accompanied by a good

quality photo and, in the case of the last species, a specimen (alive or dead).  If in doubt, please contact Graham or

Steve before releasing the moth as it may be possible for either of them, or another member of the county records

team to view the moth.  Better still email a photo straight away for an initial check.

Distribution maps have been produced for several of the species using Mapmate.  The flight graph in the top right

demonstrates the flight period and average voltinism (number of broods per year).  Foodplant information is based

on that published in Skinner, 1984 and Waring, Townsend and Lewington, 2003.

1742 Camptogramma bilineata Yellow Shell

A common, occasionally abundant and widespread species, readily disturbed during the daytime and attracted to

light in lesser numbers.  It is most frequently encountered in lowland parts of the county where good numbers can

be found in hedgerows and scrubby habitat, particularly in coastal and limestone areas.  The moth’s main flight

period is from June to August but records from late May and up to mid September are not unusual.  Earliest dates

are 7th June on three occasions (2000 and 2004 – Flixton, K, McCabe; 2002 – Meresands Wood, I. Kippax) and the

latest 22nd September 2007 – Worsley, I. Walker.  The larva feed on bedstraws, wormwoods and a variety of broad-

leaved low growing plants.

1743 Entephria flavicinctata Yellow-ringed Carpet

This moth was reported from Clougha (Mansbridge, W., 1940) with no date, although it is likely to be from

sometime in the period 1890 to 1920.  It is not known how accurate this record is as Grey Mountain Carpet seems

a much more likely candidate from this location.  The nearest colony nationally is in Grassington, Yorkshire (Sutton

& Beaumont 1989).  One area where a search might be productive is on the higher limestone of Leck Fell, the only

site in the county where the larval foodplant, mossy saxifrage, occurs (Livermore, L A & P D, 1987).

1744 Entephria caesiata Grey Mountain Carpet

Formerly reported as common on the moors of east Lancashire (Mansbridge, W., 1940), recent records have been
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fairly few and far between.  This apparent decline could well be down to the fact that few recorders are visiting

suitable high moorland areas in July and early August.  The majority of records in the last few years have been from

Darwen Moor and Leck Fell.  The moth is on the wing from early July to late August with the earliest found on 13th

June 2001 on the Trough road (P. Marsh) and the latest on 2nd September 2001 on Darwen Moor (S. Martin).  The

larva feed on heather, heath and bilberry.

1745 Larentia clavaria Mallow

This intriguing species is probably one of the most local moths in Lancashire, only having been found at a few

scattered locations.  In the 19th and early 20th century there were records from the Preston area, Halton

(Lancaster), Ainsdale and St Annes but since then there have been only two records.  In Southport Sub

Churchtown, Alan Forrest recorded it on 28th September 2004 and Graham Jones encountered it on Altcar Ranges

on 2nd September 2007.  The moth is on the wing in September and October and resembles a large version of

Shaded Broad-bar, a species which flies earlier in the year.  It should be looked for in areas where common mallow,

marsh-mallow or even garden hollyhocks occur as these are the larval foodplants.

1746 Anticlea badiata Shoulder Stripe

This and the next species are often the harbingers of spring providing a colourful and strongly marked contrast to

the rather dull Orthosia species which dominate our light traps at this time of year.  Both have a widespread, if

somewhat patchy distribution in the county, occurring in relatively small numbers where found.  The Shoulder

Stripe is on the wing from early March to early May with occasional mid to late May sightings.  The earliest record

was on 22nd February 2008 – Euxton, E Langrish and the latest 29th May 1992 – Leighton Moss, A Cawthray.  The

larva feed on wild rose.

1747 Anticlea derivata Streamer

As with the previous species, this attractive moth has a patchy distribution in the county, found in the more rural

parts of the county, particularly in the north.  It is by no means annual at all sites and occasionally a couple of years

will elapse without the moth being found at regularly trapped garden sites.  Its peak flight period is about three

weeks later than Shoulder Stripe being found from the end of March to late May.  The earliest date was on 7th

March 2003 – Silverdale, R Griffiths and the latest on 12th June 2000 – Heysham nature reserve, B Cross.  The larva

also feed on the flowers and leaves of wild rose.

1748 Mesoleuca albicillata Beautiful Carpet

This stylish moth is a very local and uncommon insect in the county rarely being recorded more than a couple of

times each year.  Since 1999 it has been found on twenty one occasions and a third of these were in the bumper

year of 2006.  In south Lancashire the bulk of the records have come from outside the western edge of the urban

areas of Manchester, stretching west and south westward to Skelmersdale and Warrington.  In the north the moth

has only been found in the Silverdale area and on a couple of occasions south east of here in Lord’s Lot Wood.

Much older records exist from Formby, the Fylde, Scorton and near Hale, Merseyside.  As its national distribution

includes parts of southern and western Scotland and the larva feed on hazel, bramble and raspberry, its extremely

localised distribution in Lancashire is difficult to explain.  The moth is on the wing from the beginning of June to

late July, the earliest date being 15th May 1998 – Leighton Moss, G Powell and the latest 26th July 2008 – Astley

Moss, G Riley.

1749 Pelurga comitata Dark Spinach

There is a distinct impression from the few records received in recent years that this moth is declining in the

county, although interestingly, it never seems to have been a particularly common species.  Reference to

Mansbridge, 1940 gives little of any help as it is reported as “Generally distributed, but never in any numbers.”  The

latest distribution map shows it to be widespread over much of lowland Lancashire but it is a moth that has for

example never been encountered at one or two of the better recorded lowland sites.  Others seem to find the

moth occasionally in small numbers.  The nearby presence of disturbed, weedy or waste ground is obviously of

paramount importance in dictating where this moth is found.  The moth flies in July and until mid August with

extreme dates of 22nd June 2006 (Martin Mere, APB) and 21st August 1996 (Flixton, KMc).  The larva feed on

goosefoot and Orache.

1750 Lampropteryx suffumata Water Carpet

This locally common species has a strong preference for the more northerly parts of the county, but is surprisingly

widely distributed elsewhere with single records popping up over much of VC59 and 60.  It is most commonly

found on the limestone and wooded localities of north and north-east Lancs sometimes in good numbers.

Moorland sites to the east and north of Manchester and the higher limestone Fells of the far north-east also have

occasional records.  Whether these single records, particularly those in more urban or suburban areas, are



residents or wanderers from further afield is difficult to tell.  Apart from a count of 15 on High Cross moor in May

2002 (PJM) it is rarely recorded with more than 5 or so adults per trap.  The moth is on the wing in April and May

with extreme dates of 24th March 2002 (Gait Barrows NNR, PJM) and 21st June 2001 and 2002 (Arkholme, JRo and

Alcock’s Farm, PJM respectively).  The larva feed on the various species of bedstraw.

1751 Lampropteryx otregiata Devon Carpet

Regular trapping at the western edge of Lord’s Lot Wood, an area rarely visited in the past, produced records of this

moth on three occasions during 2008, the first time this species had been recorded in Lancashire.  Numbers

encountered (two on 1st June and 5 on 2nd June) certainly pointed to it breeding at the site and this was all but

confirmed when it was found again as a second brood on 17th August (three adults) – all JG, PJM.  In adjacent

counties, this is a rare moth but there are indications of a recent spread of range.  The moth was first recorded in

Cumbria in 1991 and there have been a few further recent records (Kydd & Hewitt, 2000 and RPJ pers. comm.).  In

2008 it was recorded on the Isle of Man for the first time (I. Scott pers. comm.).  Whether the Lancashire site is part

of this range expansion or is simply an over-looked long established colony is difficult to decide but the numbers

found suggest it has been present for a few years.  The few records we have suggest the moth has a flight period

similar to that stated in Skinner, 1984 with two broods (May/June and August to early September).  The larva feed

on common marsh bedstraw.
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Events 2009

MAY

Saturday 23rd May

8pm-11.30pm Talk and Moth Trapping Demo Coronation Park, Park Road, Ormskirk, by Crown Bowling Green (SD

409081).  Further details from Eddie Langrish: edwinlangrish@btinternet.com - tel no 01257 232100 or Ranger,

Chris Horsfall: chris.horsfall@westlancsdc.gov.uk

Sunday 24th May

9am Ormskirk - Open trap to examine the previous nights catch (see above).

JUNE

Saturday 6th June

20th to 28th June

National Garden Moth Week 2009.  Organised by Butterfly Conservation.  No specific events are planned in

Lancashire but do please visit the Moths Count website to get involved in this UK wide event. http://

www.mothcount.brc.ac.uk/default.aspx

JULY

Wednesday 1st July to Friday 3rd July

Moths & Butterflies at Alston Hall, Longridge.  David Brown is well known for his top quality residential moth

events run at many different locations over the UK.  Prices will vary according to whether individuals want to stay

for evening meal).  Details and booking through Alston Hall - Tel:01772 784661

Saturday 11th July

Lancashire Wildlife Trust’s reserve, Brockholes, Preston

A light-trapping event is to be held at the Wildlife Trust wetland reserve of Brockholes, Preston.  Numbers will be

strictly limited due to access having to be organised through a locked gate.  Please contact Steve Palmer:

s.palmer12@btopenworld.com to be added to the list of attendees and to receive time and location details.
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Sunday 12th July

9am-11am Lancashire Wildlife Trust’s reserve, Brockholes, Preston

“Summer moths at a Wetland Reserve” 9am to 11am.  Take the opportunity to examine live moths in daylight

found on this extensive wetland reserve at Brockholes, Preston, before they are released.  As numbers and access

to the reserve are limited, please confirm details and book onto this exciting and unique event by contacting

Sophie Leadsom on 07912 895747 or email sleadsom@lancswt.org.uk

Sunday 19th July

11am-1.30pm Talk & Moth Trapping at Yarrow Valley Visitor’s Centre (SD570152)

Talk on moths, see moths displayed from the previous night’s catch.   Contact Eddie Langrish:

edwinlangrish@btinternet.com or tel. 01257 232100.

Followed by a Butterfly walk - meet Yarrow Valley Visitors Centre from 1.30pm (Leader James Hide of Lancashire

Butterfly Conservation).

AUGUST

Saturday 1st August

10am-3pm An Introduction to Moth Recording, at The Barn, Lancashire Wildlife Trust HQ, Cuerden Valley Park.

Course leader: Graham Jones.

A one day course aimed at those new to moth recording. The day will begin with an introduction to the major

moth families and will include sessions on the use of field guides and recording moths, including electronic

databases such as MapMate.  Some time will also be spent looking at the various moth traps that are available.

Please bring a packed lunch, refreshments will be available. The course is free of charge.  To book contact Graham

Jones at Lancashire Wildlife Trust gjones@lancswt.org.uk 01772 318 371

Friday 14th August

8pm onwards Fishwick Bottoms, Preston.  Talk on moths, moth trapping demonstration and Bat walk.  Booking

Essential by tel 01772 906471 (Terry Blackburn)

Friday 14th August

Freshfield Dune Heath LWT – see below for details

Saturday 15th August

Formby Dunes

Portland Moth searches on the Sefton Coast

Two light trapping sessions will take place over the weekend of the 14th /15th August to search for Portland Moth

and other coastal specialities, such as Grass Eggar, along the Sefton Coast.  Places are limited so please contact

Graham Jones direct if interested in attending either session gra_ham_jones@yahoo.co.uk  0151 644 8392

Saturday 22nd August

8pm onwards Yarrow Valley Visitor’s Centre (SD570152).  Talk on Moths, moth trapping demonstration and Bat

Walk.  Contact Eddie Langrish: edwinlangrish@btinternet.com or Tel 01257 232100

SEPTEMBER

Friday 18th September AND Saturday, 19th September

NATIONAL MOTH NIGHT  - make a note on your planner or in your diary now!

This is an annual event which for the first time covers two nights.  Anyone who wishes to participate simply records

any moths seen during the two nights of Friday 18th and/or Saturday 19th September and sends the details in to

the scheme organisers.  If you do take part please send your records to Steve Palmer via email

s.palmer12@btopenworld.com or to the address at the end of this report including your name, the location (with 6

figure grid ref.), type of trap used, brief weather details and how long you trapped for.  If you intend organising an

event for NMN do advertise it through the Lancashire Moth Group website.  Records are appreciated as soon as

possible after the event.

Friday 18th September

NMN Event

17.30hrs onwards Bats & Moths at Pickerings Pasture, Hale Bank.  Meet at Ranger’s Cabin (SJ488837).  For further

details contact Rob Smith (Ranger) on 0151 425 4706

25



26

OCTOBER

Saturday 3rd October

10.30am-3.45pm  Pug Workshop at Liverpool World Museum

The workshop will cover - Identification and separation of the pug moths.  This course will primarily be aimed at

recorders who have some experience of dissection. This way we can cater for up to 18 attendees.  Booking in for

this course is essential. Please contact:

Guy T Knight Zoology Curator - Entomology National Museums Liverpool

Tel: 0151 478 4369  Fax: 0151 478 4350

Guy.Knight@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk

If you are organising or know of a Moth event you feel will be of interest to others, please pass the details to:

s.palmer12@btopenworld.com .  Details will be advertised on the Lancashire Moth Group website (Events page) –

www.lancashiremoths.co.uk  Please include a contact telephone number for the organiser.

Change of County Recorder for the larger moths

Chris Darbyshire has decided to stand down as the County Recorder for the larger moths in Lancashire following

seven busy and successful years at the helm.  During that period there has been a dramatic increase in the

workload with a huge, but welcome, increase in the number of recorders and records as well as a boom in the use

of email as the preferred method of contact for many recorders.  His duties have been taken over by Graham Jones

(see below) but Chris will still be active in moth recording in the county and is happy to act as a continuing

intermediary between moth group members he has regular contact with and the new county recorder.  I would like

to thank Chris for his sterling work and wish him a well deserved rest from the daily deluge of internet messages.

New County Recorder

As mentioned above, Graham Jones has taken over the reins of the macro-moth recorder for Lancashire.  Graham

has been a moth enthusiast for many years and has a wide experience of the moths in north-west England and

other parts of the UK.  He is the Reserves Manager for the Lancashire Wildlife Trust.  As well as a hobby, Graham’s

involvement with moths has included a long term, detailed study of the Netted Carpet and its habitat requirements

in south Cumbria.  Thanks to Graham for his help with proof reading and commenting on this year’s report.

New moth group recorders

A warm welcome is extended to the following moth recorders who have joined in this fascinating hobby during

2008:

D Bradley, Brian Clegg, S Collins, Colin Daly, Mary Dean, Ben Dickinson, Graham Dixon, Charlie Fletcher, Steve Flynn,

I Forrester, Rod Hill, Peter Krischkiw, J Morris, Jon Nelson, Anne and Peter Palmer, Nick Patel, Geoff Riley,

Recorders 2008

P J Alker (PA), W C Aspin (WCA)

R Banks (RB), A Barker (AB), A Barnes, C Barnes (CBa), P Barnes (PBn), H Barton (HBn), E Bayton, D Beattie (DBe), J

Beattie (JB), S Bedford (SBf), D Bennett (DBn), R Boydell (RBo), D A Bradley (DAB), K Brides (KBs), S Briers (SB), B

Brigden (BB), K Briggs (KBr), P Bromilow, M Broomfield (MB), D Brown (DB), S Bullen, D S Bunn (DSB), A P Bunting

(APB), R Burkmar (RBr)

J Chadwick, R Charles (RC), A Cheney (ACh), M Chorley, Chorley & District NHS (CDNHS), J Clarke (JC), B Clegg (BCl),

C Cockbain (CC), B Cockburn (BCo), S Collins (SCo), T Cooper

C Daly (CDy), C A Darbyshire (CAD), T Davenport, J Davie (JD), T Davie (TD), C Davies (CDv), M Dean (MDe), B

Dickinson (BDi), G Dixon (GDi), M Dockery (MDo), J Donnelly (JDo), A J Draper (AJD), B Dyson (BDy)

Alan Eaves, M Edmondson (ME), S Ellis, M Elsworth (MEl)

C Felton, C Fletcher (CF), S G Flynn (SGF), I Forrester (IF), M Fuller

E Garston, G Gavaghan (GG), P Gilchrist (PGi), V Gilchrist (VGi), J Girdley (JG), A Greenwood (AGr), Robin

Griffiths (RGr)

R Hall (RHa), B Hancock (BH), P B Hardy (PBH), D Haywood, J Hewitt, J Hide (JH), D Higginson-Tranter (DHT), R Hill

(RHi), P Hillyer (PH), R Hilton (RHl), Z Hinchcliffe (ZH), S H Hind (SHH), P Hodkinson (PHd), D J Holding (DJH), Robert
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Homan (RH), R Hoult (RHo), T Hutchinson (THu)

S H Jackson (SHJ), D Johnston (DJo), Gary Jones (GJo), Graham Jones (GJ)

J Kilgour (JK), I Kimber (IKr), I Kippax (IK), P Kirk (PK), P Krischkiw (PKw)

T Lally (TL), B Lambert (BL), D Lambert (DL), Lancs Moth Group (LMG), E Langrish (EL), B Leecy,  D Lumb (DLu), L

Lyon (LL)

G Manger (GM), P J Marsh (PJM), J McCabe (JM), K McCabe (KMc), D McGrath (DM), S McWilliam (SMc), W&O

Meakin, F A Middlehurst (FAM), Morbey-Ganly family (M-G), J Morris (JMo), G Mortimore (GMo), M Myerscough

(MM)

J Nelson (JNe), R Neville and the Heysham team (RN), J Newton (JN), North Lancs Nats (NLN)

D Owen (DO)

A Palmer (AP), C A Palmer (CAP), J Palmer, P Palmer (PPa), S M Palmer (SMP), N Patel (NP), C Payne (CP), R Petley-

Jones (RPJ), A Powell (AP), S Price, P Pugh (PP)

C Raby (CR), R W Rhodes (RWR), T Riden (TR), G Riley (GR), J Riley (JR), J Roberts (JRo), N A J Rogers (NAJR), RSPB

Leighton Moss (RSPBLM), D P Rumley (DPR)

P Scowcroft, M S Sharrock (MSS), A Shaw (AS), R Shenton, B Smart (BSm), A E Smith (AES), D Smith (DSm), P Smith

(PSm), B R Snell (BRS), N Southworth (NS), B Starkie (BSt), A Stephenson, E Stephenson, P Stevens (PS), S Stokes

(SSt), A Storey (ASt), M J Sutcliffe (MJS)

L Threadgold (LTh), M Tordoff (MT), S Travis

I Walker (IWa), A Wander, L Ward, J Wardle (JWa), P West, T Whitaker (TW), S White, A Whittle (AWh), C Whitwell, J

D Wilson (JDW), D Wilton (DWi), A Wright (AW), D Wright (DW), G & B Wynn (G & BW)

B Yorke (BY)

Apologies if I have omitted anyone from this list – if so do please let Steve Palmer know (address below).  Please

keep the records coming in, with Date, Location, Grid Reference (to six figures if poss.) and Recorder to:

Microlepidoptera Recorder and LMG Newsletter Editor

Steve Palmer, 137 Lightfoot Lane, Fulwood, Preston PR4 0AH.  01772 861570 or s.palmer12@btopenworld.com

Any enquiries about field meetings and other events, offers of articles for the Moth Group Newsletter etc can also

be directed to the above address.

Macro-moth Recorder

Graham Jones, 127 Highfield Road, Birkenhead CH42 2BX.  0151 6448392 or gra_ham_jones@yahoo.co.uk

Records can be sent to either of the above.  Please continue to send Mapmate files to Steve (CUK is 1b8).  If

recorders would like a written reply acknowledging receipt of their records or other correspondence, a stamped

self-addressed envelope would be appreciated by both Chris and Steve.


